Ruby’s Shot 
Heard By 
The World 

Millions of television viewers 
throughout the nation watched 
in stunned horror Sunday as a 
murder was committed. 

Many looked beyond the gris 
ly aspects of the spectacle to 
find in the deed some type of 
justice worked against Lee Har- 
vey Oswald, the man accused, 

: but not convicted, of assassinat- 
ing President Kennedy only two 
days before. 

The overwhelming majority 
of those polled by The Associ- 
ated Press looked upon Oswald’s 
slaying by Dallas night club 
proprietor Jack Ruby • as a 
frightening revolt against the 
American code of justice. 

Many thought the murder mir- 
rored a breakdown in the moral 
standards of the nation. Clergy- 
man condemned it as a serious 
breach in Christian ethics. 

Still others saw in Oswald’s 
death a practical loss. They 
wondered whether the world 
ever would know if the true 
presidential assassin had paid 
for his crime. 

In Dallas, Tex., where tht 
slaying of both the President 
and his suspected killer took 
place, some openly cheered the 
killing of Oswald. Many more, 
along with the clergy and civic 
leaders, denounced the slaying 
as an unlawful and damaging 
act. 

In Albany, N.Y., an unidenti- 
fied woman telephoned a news- 
paper office to recommend that 
Ruby be given the Medal of 
Honor. 

“Good,” said Chicago cab 
(, ' r i ver Carl Moore. “It was jus- 
tified. The man who did it was 
a nut. But he (Oswald) got 
what he deserved.” 

Most of those polled ex 
pressed belief in the principle 
of American law stating that a 
man is innocent until proven 
guilty. 

Rolland R. O’Harp, district at 
torney of Detroit," Mich., ex- 
pressed fear that “due process 
of the law is on the verge of 
becoming a victim of assassina- 
tion.” 

Mayor Earle Cabell of Dallas 
issued an urgent appeal “for all 
of us to come to our senses, to 
resist hysteria.” 

The Rev. Dr. Franklin Clark 


Fry, president of the Lutheran 
Church in America and chair- 
man of the Central Committee 
of the World Council of 
Churches, said: “Life, as the' 
gift of God, deserves to be re-' 
spected far more than it is, and 
self-control ought to be restored 
to its rightful standing among 
the Christian graces where th« 
Bible puts it.” 

Dr. Fredrik A. Schiotz, presi- 
dent of the American Lutheran 
Church, said the slaying of Os- 
wald was an act of insane bar- 
barity and added: “We bow in 
shame and sorrow that this 
deed could be done among us.” 
Barbara Smiet of Chicago 
said, “Now maybe somebody 
will shoot the guy who shot Os- 
wald. What are they gaining 
by it?” • 

At a downtown Phoenix hotel, 
waitress Alice Colletts said she 
found little concern among her 
customers for the slaying - of 
Oswald. 

“He would have got what was 
coming to him if he was guil- 
ty,” she said. 

"Personally, I felt like killing 
him myself,” said Brooklyn 
cabbie Pasquale De Mario, “but 
, this killing didn’t prove any- 
thing. Police never got him to 
j admit killing the President.” 

I Harry Lahn, a Manhattan 
I furniture dealer, said, “He got 
just what he deserved. I think 
I’d of done the same thing, but 
I wouldn’t have the guts to do it.” 



